


LLANGWM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Draft Minutes of Meeting held at Llangwm Village Hall
Tuesday 14th July 2026 @ 7.00pm
COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
Cllr Owens (Chair), Cllr Williams (Vice Chair), Cllr Davies,  Cllr John, Cllr Childs, Cllr Smith, Cllr Carrington
PUBLIC ATTENDEES AND OBSERVERS:
None

REGISTER OF ATTENDANCE:
All members present signed the register.
APOLOGIES:
None
DECLARATION OF ANY PERSONAL OR POTENTIALLY CONFLICTING ISSUES:
A councillor declared a potential future conflict of interest. The Council noted the declaration and agreed that, based on the information provided, no conflict currently existed that would prejudice participation in Council business. The councillor confirmed they would withdraw from any future discussions should an actual conflict arise.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th June 2026 were reviewed.
The following matters were noted during the review:
· An update was requested regarding the Freysdrop Solar Park consultation, with it being confirmed that the consultation had closed the previous Friday. 
· Members discussed whether interventions from members of the public during meetings should be reflected in the minutes. It was agreed that this should be considered as part of a wider review of meeting procedures and Standing Orders, particularly in relation to public participation and the recording of significant discussions. 
· Members agreed to review the Council's Standing Orders over the summer recess and submit any proposed amendments to the Clerk ahead of the September meeting. It was also agreed that guidance on the procedures for public questions would be publicised in advance of future meetings. 
RESOLVED:  That, subject to the above discussion and noted actions, the minutes of the meeting held on 9 June 2026 were approved as a true and accurate record. 

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED (by 14TH July  2026):
No correspondence requiring formal consideration had been received.
MATTERS ARISING:
Marquee Hire Agreement:
Cllr Davies reported that the draft marquee hire agreement had been recirculated. Members agreed that it should be referred to One Voice Wales for review before being formally adopted.
RESOLVED: The draft hire agreement be submitted to One Voice Wales for advice prior to adoption.
National Grid Tree cutting:
The Clerk reported on a site meeting with National Grid's tree contractor regarding vegetation encroaching on overhead power lines on the Village Green and Pill Parks. The contractor recommended tree works to maintain the required safety clearance. Members supported the proposed works, subject to residents being notified in advance.
RESOLVED: To support the proposed tree works and request advance notification to residents before work commences. 
Housing development at The Kilns:
The Clerk reported that updates had been requested from ateb regarding progress at The Kilns development. Members noted that, whilst one response stated the project remained on schedule, a further update acknowledged that progress had been slower than anticipated due to a number of factors, including nitrate restrictions and the incoming electricity supply. Members also discussed ongoing concerns regarding sewerage capacity and the potential impact on future development within the village. It was noted that ateb continued to monitor progress and anticipated the first homes being ready for occupation in late summer/early autumn, subject to completion of works and statutory approvals. 
RESOLVED: To continue monitoring progress and seek further updates from ateb, the clerk to contact Adam Roberts, Ateb to invite him to the meeting in September.
Overnight Camping at Black Tar:
Members discussed concerns regarding overnight camping at the Black Tar car park following reports of two large vans occupying the site for approximately a week. Concerns were raised about the lack of clarity over land ownership and the Council's enforcement powers. It was agreed that Cllr John would make enquiries with Pembrokeshire County Council to establish ownership of the site and identify what powers or byelaws were available to address any future occurrences.   Members also discussed concerns regarding a campervan parked in the Black Tar toilet car park for an extended period.
RESOLVED: Cllr John to contact Pembrokeshire County Council to clarify ownership of the Black Tar car park and the enforcement powers available in relation to overnight camping.  Clerk to write to the owner of the campervan parked in the Black Tar Toilets carpark and ask them to remove it.
Loose Manhole Cover The Kilns:
Members received an update on the loose manhole cover near The Kilns development. It was reported that the issue had already been raised with Morganstone and ateb. Members noted that the cover appeared to require resetting within its frame and agreed that the defect should be rectified before completion of the development. 
RESOLVED: The Clerk to write to Morganstone and ateb for an update on the manhole cover repair.
Remembrance Leaflet update:
The Clerk reported that the existing Remembrance Day Order of Service did not require substantial revision but would be redesigned and reprinted, as existing copies had become worn. Members agreed that the leaflet should be refreshed, with the addition of the Welsh National Anthem to the Order of Service. 
RESOLVED: The Clerk to update, redesign and arrange the reprinting of the Remembrance Day Order of Service, including the addition of the Welsh National Anthem.
PLANNING PERMISSION:
No planning applications were received for consideration.
FINANCE:
The Clerk presented the financial report. Members noted that income received to the end of June totalled £4,312, comprising the first instalment of the Pembrokeshire County Council precept. Total expenditure to the end of June was £2,576.23, including the Clerk's salary, insurance, electricity costs for the former Black Tar toilets, the Llangwm Newsletter and Village Hall hire. The bank balance at 30 June 2026 stood at £22,331.87. 
Members discussed the Clerk's employment contract and salary scale. It was noted that the Clerk did not have a signed contract and the current NJC pay scale had not been confirmed. Members agreed that guidance should be obtained from One Voice Wales, together with a standard contract, and that any salary adjustments identified should be backdated where appropriate. 
Members also discussed establishing a Community Council grants scheme to support local organisations and individuals. It was agreed that a clear framework and eligibility criteria would be required before any scheme was introduced. 
RESOLVED:
· The financial report was received and the Clerk's salary payment approved. 
· The Clerk to obtain a standard employment contract and pay scale guidance from One Voice Wales. 
· Any confirmed salary adjustments to be backdated where appropriate. 
· A draft Community Council Grants Scheme and eligibility criteria to be prepared for Members' consideration.

MONTHLY UPDATES:
Traffic Issues:
Members noted that there were ongoing traffic concerns within the village; however, no new issues were raised during the meeting. 
Pill Parks:
No matters were raised.
Common Land:
Members discussed the condition of benches at Black Tar, noting that several required repair or replacement. It was agreed to seek expressions of interest from local contractors or volunteers to undertake the work. An update was also received on the proposed electricity supply to the Village Green, with the Clerk to continue pursuing the matter with the contractor. Concerns were also noted regarding vehicles parking on the common land at Black Tar, which should be considered in same way as previous reports on other common land in the village for consistency.  
Dog Fouling:
No new issues were reported. 
Defibrillators:
Cllr Smith confirmed that all defibrillators remained in good working order. 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT (Cllr John)
Cllr John provided an update on a number of Pembrokeshire County Council matters, including:
· Changes at Household Waste Recycling Centres, where black bags may now be inspected to improve recycling rates and reduce fire risks from incorrectly disposed batteries, vapes and gas canisters. Members also noted that soft plastic collections are due to be introduced in the near future. 
· The development of a Community Resilience initiative to help communities prepare for emergencies, including establishing local support networks for vulnerable residents during prolonged power outages or other incidents. 
· The continued availability of the Enhanced Pembrokeshire Grant, funded through second-home council tax receipts, with grants of up to £15,000 available for eligible local projects. Community organisations were encouraged to consider applying. 
· An update on the operation of the second-home council tax premium and the associated Welsh Government regulations, including the impact on affordable housing, tourism businesses and local communities. 
· The recent Pembroke Dock Market Ward by-election result was Jamie Street, standing for the Welsh Conservative Party. 
· Consultation open until 10th August on Council Tax premiums for 2027-28
· 
· Pembrokeshire Libraries are hosting events over the Summer for the “Summer Reading Challenge*
· 
· Following Openreach road closure at The Gail and Black Tar, further are proposed for Rectory Road
· 
· A reminder on the National Eisteddfod in North Pembs 1-8 August

Members thanked Cllr John for his comprehensive report.
CLERK'S INFORMATION:
No items were reported under Clerk's Information.
TRAINING:
Training opportunities had been circulated to members.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Cemetery Maintenance
Members expressed concern regarding the condition of the cemetery, noting that maintenance had deteriorated due to reliance on volunteers. It was recognised that the Community Council had previously provided financial support towards maintenance, and Members agreed to make a further contribution of £300 to assist with the upkeep of the cemetery. 
RESOLVED: To approve a contribution of £300 towards cemetery maintenance.
Festival Committee
Members recorded their appreciation to the Llangwm Festival Committee and all volunteers for organising another successful Llangwm Carnival and community events.
Standing Orders
Following discussion earlier in the meeting regarding public participation, Members agreed to review the Council's Standing Orders before the September meeting to clarify the arrangements for public questions and participation during Council meetings. 

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:
Tuesday 8th September 2026 at 7.00pm at Llangwm Village Hall
ACTION SUMMARY:
	
	Action
	Responsibility

	1
	Refer the draft Marquee Hire Agreement to One Voice Wales for review prior to adoption.
	Clerk

	2
	Contact Adam Roberts (ateb) to invite him to attend the September meeting to provide an update on The Kilns development.
	Clerk

	3
	Contact Pembrokeshire County Council to clarify ownership of the Black Tar toilet car park and the enforcement powers relating to overnight camping.
	Cllr John

	4
	Continue pursuing Morganstone and ateb regarding repairs to the loose manhole cover at The Kilns development.
	Clerk

	5
	Update, redesign and arrange the printing of the Remembrance Day Order of Service leaflet, including the Welsh National Anthem.
	Cllr Owen

	6
	Obtain a standard employment contract and NJC pay scale guidance from One Voice Wales.
	Cllr Owen

	7
	Prepare a draft Community Council Grants Scheme and eligibility criteria for Members' consideration.
	Cllr Davies

	8
	Progress the proposed electricity supply to the Village Green with the relevant contractor.
	Clerk

	9
	Review the Council's Standing Orders relating to public participation and questions from members of the public.
	All Members / Clerk

	10
	Discuss with the church £300 contribution towards cemetery maintenance.
	Cllr Childs






